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Hundreds stop daily at the Rural Christian Center where Baptists minister to both body and soul 


Christianity Brings Better Farms to Burma . . . 


AGRICULTURE IS 


RANGOON, BURMA 


F YOU WANDER OFF the Burma Road 
I onto almost any farm, the residents 
likely will point proudly to a strain of cow 
peas and tell you they are “Bo Kay peh.” 
And they will point to either a Big Black 
or Berkshire pig and tell you it is a “Bo 
Kay peeg.” 

It is a tribute to the tremendous in- 
fluence of a Burma-born and Burma-raised 
Baptist missionary the Burman farmers 
called Bo Gyi Case (Big Leader Case). 
For during the period between the two 
World Wars, Brayton Case taught the 
Burman farmers much about agriculture 
and about Christ in the Pyinmana Agricul- 


BAPTIST ALLY 


There are now 196,000 Baptists in 
Burma, the land where Adoniram 
Judson first took the gospel in 1845. 
Read this story of a modern twist to 
the Baptist witness. 


tural School of the American Baptist Mis- 
sion. 

Agriculture became an ally of Baptist 
work in Burma beginning in 1917 when 
Case, the son of missionaries, returned to 
Burma after an agricultural and theo- 
logical education in the U.S.A. It was in 
keeping with the mission society’s aim to 
establish “self-governing, self-supporting, 
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EDITOR'S NOTEBOOK 


BAPTIST DEMOCRACY—Dr. Costel- 
loe Trotter, secretary of evangelism for the 
National Baptist Convention, U.S.A., Inc., 
is one of those dynamic leaders who gets 
things done by the contagion of his own 
enthusiasm. He told a Baptist Jubilee Ad- 
vance committee meeting in Washington 
that his convention elected him to be 
“executive secretary.” “But I told them,” 
he said, “that Baptists don’t have executive 
secretaries. We just have suggestive secre- 
taries. Baptists don’t take orders except 
from God.” 


o 


143,000 IN MELBOURNE—A record- 
breaking crowd of 143,000 persons were 
present for Evangelist Billy Graham’s clos- 
ing evangelistic rally at his crusade in 
Melbourne, Australia. Previous high was a 
crowd of 120,000 in London. But all 
records will be broken again in July, 1960, 
if Brazilian Baptists carry out their plan. 
They expect 200,000 at the Sunday after- 
noon evangelistic rally when Graham 
preaches at the close of the Baptist World 
Congress. 


o 


A GIANT’S BED—The Australians, in- 
cidentally, had gone all out to make Mr. 
Graham as comfortable as possible in their 
land. Mr. Ron Ede, manager of the Vic- 
toria Hotel in Melbourne, made his private 
suite available to Graham. And, going the 





An Evaluation ... 


BILLY GRAHAM IN MELBOURNE 

The Billy Graham Crusade is being 
held here in Melbourne, and never in 
the history of this city has there been 
such a movement of the Spirit of God. 
Hundreds of thousands have flocked to 
hear the gospel, and thousands are con- 
verted weekly. The converts come from 
every section of the community and the 
whole city is talking of spiritual things 
in a manner previously unthought of 
here. 
—JOHN NIMMO, Melbourne, Australia 





second mile, he had the hotel’s carpenters 
build a giant’s bed for Mr. Graham who 
is more than six feet tall. 


o 


IN CHILDREN’S LANGUAGE — 
While we are still reading the Australian 
papers, let us note the plea made by the 
editor of the Victorian Baptist Witness for 
Sunday school teachers who can properly 
convey Biblical ideas on the understanding 
level of their children, He told of one 
young pupil who reported that Moses 
wrote the ten commandments on two pills 
—meaning tablets. Another pupil drew a 
picture of God removing Adam and Eve 
from the Garden of Eden in an auto- 
mobile, because the scripture said he 
drove them out. And still another drew a 
picture of the infant Jesus and his parents 
flying to Egypt in an airplane with Pontius 
the pilot. 
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Agriculture Is 
Baptist Ally 


(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1) 


self-propagating churches.” And in a land 
which is predominantly rural, the cultiva- 
tion of better fruits, vegetables, cows, pigs 
and chickens gained special importance. 

The story of agricultural development at 
the hands of Burma Baptists is told in the 
December 1958 issue of the Burma News, 
prepared by William D. Hackett of 
Taunggyi. 


The Center at Pang T’Kwa 


The Rural Christian Center at Pang 
T’Kwa, six miles south of Taunggyi, 
capital of the Shan States, is regarded as 
central in the current program. It was 
planned and dedicated “as a pilot project 
to demonstrate the value of applying the 
Christian message and Divine Love 
simultaneously to the needs of the rural 
people.” 

The Center is located on a well-traveled 
road in a narrow valley between two ridges 
of hills. Along the western edge is a small 
stream fed by eight or ten springs that will 
never run dry. The land is of poor quality 
because all the better land in the valley 
had already been taken by others. But it 
works well since the program serves best 
as it demonstrates to the people how poor 
land can be improved. Its location along 
a main farm-to-market road places it in 
full view of the hundreds of carts which 
move to and from the city’s markets every 
day. 

Christianity in All of Life 

Like all mission programs, the proc- 

lamation of the gospel, the establishment 


of churches and the baptizing of new con- 
verts is of primary importance. Mr. and 
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Missionary Hackett and ‘Bo’ Case 
pig on a Burma Baptist farm 


Mrs. Hackett explained however that 
“beyond this, we believe that Christ has a 
message for the sick, for the ignorant, for 
the poor, and for those for whom life 
holds very little social meaning.” 

The program attempts to influence all 
phases of the life of the villager. He is 
helped to improve his living standard by 
raising better pigs, chickens and other 
stock; by growing new and varied fruits 
and vegetables; and by rebuilding the de- 
pleted soil to new fertility. 

“We want to demonstrate to him a 
better home, with light, ventilation and 
sanitation,’ Mrs. Hackett added. “We 
bring him the benefits of modern medicine 
and instruct him in public health and per- 
sonal hygiene. His children will be 
educated by the school and through ex- 
tracurricular activities which help to fit 
them as good citizens in an agricultural 
society. He himself may learn to read 
through the Laubach system of adult 
education.” 

The people who come to the Rural 
Christian Center also are taught an under- 
standing of God’s eternal purpose, and 
their relation to that purpose; they learn 
to know the worth of the individual in 
God’s plan, and the need for unselfish 
service to one’s fellowmen. And they are 
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Burma farmers are taught to 
winnow their rice 


welcomed to a church that is concerned 
with winning them and their fellow vil- 
lagers to Christ. 


The Agricultural School 


The Pyinmana Agricultural School 
which Case founded in 1917 had been 
closed in 1948 because of a communist 
insurrection. But Case’s theories had been 
proven. When conditions improved, the 
Burma government took over the plant 
and reopened the school in cooperation 
with the Ford Foundation of the U.S.A. 
They also borrowed the services of Dr. 
and Mrs. William N. Rice, who had 
worked with Case, thus linking the present 
school with that of the past. 

(Case had died by drowning on an 
errand of mercy to plant rice behind 
enemy lines in 1944.) 

A Baptist successor to the Pyinmana 
school has been established at Yedwinye- 
gan, under the leadership of Thra Pah 
Tser, a Burma national. The school, 
designed both to experiment for improve- 
ment of agricultural methods and to 
educate young Burmans, was started with 
the purchase of 40 acres of unused land. 
Stumps, brush, bamboo clumps and weeds 
had to be rooted out. 

Building up of the land and the produc- 
tion of stock has been given first priority 
in the early years. The first buildings were 
of temporary construction, but a large 
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permanent storage shed and workshop, a 
school building with dormitory space, and 
new staff quarters are being added. 

Mr. Hackett reports in the Burma News 
that the Bassein-Myaungmya Sgaw Karen 
Association, which was fundamental in 
development of this farm school, trans- 
ferred the training program to the Burma 
Baptist Convention on January 1, 1957, 
The schcol desires to serve all the people 
of Burma, thus strengthening the rural 
churches with good farmers and making 
full use of the fertile lands throughout 
Burma. 

A third point of significant agricultural 
ministry is the Bwe Paku Christian Farm 
Shwenyaungbin Village, seven acres of 
steep hill land. Thra Tun San E, a gradu- 
ate of “Bo” Case’s school, has been living 
there for ten years, demonstrating to the 
hill people modern conservation methods 
and profitable use of the hill land. He 
travels to neighboring villages with better 
seeds, better stock and new ideas, and his 
influence is increasing. 

A number of other such projects are 
being started. 


Better Products 

The experimentation programs have 
introduced much better farm products and 
better animal stock to all of Burma. Pigs, 
for instance, have been developed to grow 
to twice the size of local pigs. Originally 
a white pig was introduced to the area, 
but the color had to be changed because 
of local superstitions. Leghorn chickens 
have come to be popular because they 
scratch their own food and their egg pro- 
duction is two to three times that of native 
varieties. 

Mr. Hackett points out that, in addition 
to attracting persons for church activity 
and increasing the giving potential of the 
members, the farm program teaches two 
definite lessons in stewardship: First, the 
people learn how to use the soil, the seed, 
the sunshine, and the rain in such a way 
that God may give them “the increase.” 
Second, the church members are taught 
to return at least a tithe of that increase to 
God. 
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Introducing B.W.A. Commissions— 


T THE BAPTIST WorRLD Alliance Con- 
A gress in London in 1955, a meeting 
was announced in the interest of the work 
of Bible study and training through the 
Sunday schools. 

Crowds overflowed the meeting place, 
so that it was necessary hurriedly to find 
space for an overflow simultaneous meet- 
ing, and even then many were turned 
away. This spontaneous interest led to the 
recommendation of a commission for pro- 
motion and advance, along all lines, of 
Christian education throughout our Bap- 
tist world. 

Formation of a Commission on Bible 
Study and Church Membership Training 
was authorized by the B.W.A. Executive 
Committee the following May, and Dr. 
Benjamin P. Browne and Dr. Gaines S. 
Dobbins were made co-chairmen of the 
Commission, with Rev. Andrew Wright, 
M.A., of London, as chairman for Great 
Britain and Europe. 


Objectives Outlined 

The objectives of this Commission were 
stated in the charter approved by the 
Executive Committee as follows: 

“The object of this Commission shall be 
the stimulation of advance in Bible study 
and membership training in all areas of 
our Baptist world fellowship, especially 
through the Sunday school. 

“Meetings of the Commission and con- 
ferences arranged by the Commission shall 
be held at such times and places as may 
be approved by the President. 

“The objective of the Commission shall 
be sought through the conducting of sur- 
veys; through the interchange of ideas 
and plans by correspondence and printed 
materials; through the holding of Com- 
mission meetings and of regional gather- 
ings; and through an international con- 
ference to be held as part of the next 
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The Commission on Bible Study 
and Membership Training 









The third in a series of articles 
explaining the work of the Baptist 
World Alliance Commissions. 





Baptist World Congress, or at such other 
time as may be determined.” 

The Commission had its first official 
meeting in Hamilton, Ont., Canada, in 
August, 1957, receiving studies made 
through a survey conducted by Dr. Dob- 
bins, who also gave the Commission a 
report of his visits to Baptist bodies 
throughout the Orient. 

A survey and study program launched 
as a result of the Hamilton conferences 
was reported and considered when the 
Commission met again in August, 1958, 
at Ruschlikon, Switzerland, with represent- 
atives from seventeen countries in at- 
tendance. 

The Commission then recognized as 
“the outstanding common need” the de- 
velopment of adequate literature for the 
guidance of Bible study and membership 
training. This literature, Commission 
members said, should be graded to care 
for the needs of all age groups and should 
include guides and manuals for leadership. 

Another common need, the Commission 
reported, was in the matter of buildings 
designed for teaching as well as worship. 
It was proposed that assistance be made 
available to churches in drawing floor plans 
for new structures so as to accommodate 
a teaching ministry. 


Special Emphasis in 1960 

The Commission joined heartily in a 
proposal to make 1960 a year of world- 
wide emphasis on evangelism through 
teaching and training, guiding the total 
development of church members and 
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>» How often, as you sat watching 
moving pictures of the inspiring 
work of Baptist missionaries in the 
field, have you wished that the 
movies would come to life before 
your eyes . . . that you could be a 
part of all that you were seeing? 


» You will be offered this remark- 
able opportunity when you attend 
the Tenth Baptist World Congress 
June 26-July 3, 1960 in Rio de 
Janeiro. 


>» But plans for travel into mission 
areas must be made far in advance 
to assure you the kind of trip you 
most desire. To avoid disappoint- 
ment, contact your local travel agent 
now. He'll help you make your trip 
Se a memorable one. 


BROWNELL TOURS 


Birmingham, Alabama 


Coordinator for Travel to the 
TENTH BAPTIST WORLD CONGRESS 
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European Baptists to Observe 
John Smyth’s Anniversary 

Baptists of Holland will celebrate in 
May the 350th anniversary of the baptism 
of John Smyth, who in 1609 founded the 


first known English-speaking Baptist 
church of modern times. 

Dr. Theodore F. Adams, president of the 
Baptist World Alliance, will speak at the 
celebration observance on Ascension Day, 
May 7, climaxing annual sessions of the 
Baptist Union of Holland earlier in the 
week. 

In addition to Dr. Adams, other speak- 
ers will be Dr. E. A. Payne, general secre- 
tary of the Baptist Union of Great Britain 
and Ireland; Rev. J. Broertjes, vice-presi- 
dent of the Baptist Union of Holland; and 
Rev. F. E. Huizinga, vice-president of the 
European Baptist Federation. A _ special 
choir will furnish music for the day and an 
historic play will be presented. 


Choir of 3,000 Planned for 
1960 World Congress in Rio 

A choir of 3,000 voices will sing for 
the Tenth Baptist World Congress when it 
meets in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil in 1960. 

Members of the mass choir have already 
been recruited from various sections of 
Brazil and are practicing in central lo- 
cations of their own home district. Dupli- 
cate music has been furnished to each 
area director so that the choirs will be 
familiar with the same songs when they 
come to Rio for the Congress beginning 
June 26, 1960. 

Dr. Edgar Hallock, general chairman of 
arrangements for the conference, said that 
each of the 3,000 choir members will pay 
Congress registration fees—just like every- 
body else attending the conference. 


Dr. Lord Plans Return 

Dr. and Mrs. Townley Lord expect to 
return to Britain from Furman University, 
where Dr. Lord is a visiting lecturer, about 
the end of April. Dr. Lord, a former 
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Smyth Memorial Planned 


Erection of a John Smyth Memorial 
Church in Amsterdam West is planned 
by Baptists of Holland, honoring the 
pioneer of the modern Baptist movement. 

Contributions are sought from Bap- 
tist groups of all countries to help raise 
the $115,000 (Fl. 300,000, or £ 40,000) 
necessary for erection of the church 
plant. 

The project has been commended by 
the Baptist World Alliance Executive 
Committee “to the sympathetic interest 
of the Alliance’s constituent bodies 
throughout the world.” The North Amer- 
ican Baptist General Conference, which 
originated as a German language group, 
recently sent a contribution of $1,000. 

Funds should be sent to Rev. T. 
Jansma, treasurer of the Dutch Baptist 
Union, Dalweg 77, Arnhem, Holland. 





president of the Baptist World Alliance, 
has been invited to return to Furman Uni- 
versity again next fall and to lecture and 
preach in America until the summer of 
1960 when he will go to Rio de Janeiro 
for the Baptist World Congress. 

At last report, Dr. Lord was resting 
from a heart ailment which his doctors 
regarded as not serious. 


Administrative Committee Meets 

The Baptist World Alliance Administra- 
tive Committee will meet April 1 in the 
Baptist Building, Washington. Dr. Theo- 
dore F. Adams, Alliance president, will 
report on his February trip to South 
America and is expected to make further 
proposals concerning arrangements for the 
1960 Baptist World Congress in Rio. 

Annual meeting of the B.W.A. Execu- 
tive Committee and seven Commissions 
has been called for August 24-28 on the 
campus of Colgate-Rochester Divinity 
School, Rochester, N. Y., U.S.A. The 
Commissions will meet Monday evening 
through Wednesday morning, and the 
Executive Committee, Wednesday after- 
noon through Friday iuorning. 


PAGE 7 











GHANA: 
Successful Crusades 


Total attendance at a series of evange- 
listic campaigns in Ghana last fall was es- 
timated at 16,374. There were 288 pro- 
fessions of faith and 1,445 rededications. 
Forty-three Baptist churches participated. 


KENYA: 
First Baptism in Mombasa 


Eight men, the first persons to profess 
faith in Christ as a result of Southern 
Baptist mission work in Mombasa, have 
been baptized in the Indian Ocean. These 
men had studied Baptists beliefs and doc- 
trines in inquirers’ classes for a year, and 
during the week before the baptism each 
was given a thorough examination con- 
cerning his beliefs. 

The group will become the nucleus of 
the first Baptist church in Mombasa, writes 
Missionary James E. Hampton. Ground 
was broken for the church building in 
December, and construction is expected 


BELGIAN CONGO: 
THEY CLEARED THE 


Sharp knives and other instruments for 
slashing and hacking were carried by mis- 
sionaries, teachers, Bible school students 
and their wives, and school boys and girls, 
who marched out of the Mission Station at 
Upoto, Belgian Congo. 

The extraordinary procession made its 
way to Lisala where a new city is being 
built. A plot of land provided by the 
government for a church, pastor’s house 
and, possibly, a hall was so thickly covered 
with trees, tangled creepers and under- 
growth that it was nearly impenetrable. 

When the procession reached the plot, 
everybody stretched themselves on the 
road along the edge of the forest. A signal 
was given and the slashing and hacking 
began. Rousing hymns were sung by the 
toilers. 

At the end of three hours, only a few 
stubborn trees had to be felled. They were 
brought down by mass attacks. Palm 
trees, however, were spared. They will 
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to begin soon. Several of the men who 
had been pagan took Christian names— 
Peter, Shadrach, David—after their bap. 


tism. 
Asia 
CHINA: 


Restrictions on Churches 

The whole denominational system of 
Protestantism is being scrapped in China 
and is being replaced by a Chinese Chris- 
tian Church, reports the China Bulletin, 
In Shanghai more than 200 churches have 
been reduced to twelve and in Peking 65 
churches were merged into four churches, 
one each in the north, south, east and west 
of the city. 

Church attendance has fallen off be- 
cause so many work on Sunday. The 
weekly rest day may fall on any day and 
is often filled with meetings. One of the 
latest government resolutions is that serv- 
ices on Sunday must not be allowed to in- 
terfere with work. All pastors and other 
church workers must be self-supporting. 
Many are being taken into factories, the 


JUNGLE FOR CHRIST 


provide shade, food and oil. 

The plot having been cleared, steps 
were taken to build a house—with cement 
walls and a tin roof—for an evangelist. 

Pastor Samuel Koli, a member of the 
Baptist World Alliance Executive Commit- 
tee, has worked hard to inspire enthusiasm 
for this project. Every able-bodied man 
in the Lisala Christian community has 
undertaken to provide one sack of ce- 
ment, costing over 16s., and each woman 
will give a roof tin. Lokele fisherfolk have 
promised to dredge sand and deliver it. 
Bible school students and mission work- 
men, under Pastor Koli, will provide the 
labor. 

Many church members and “followers” 
live in Lisala already. When an evange- 
list is settled there, he will try to gather 
them together. And the mission hopes 
that later a local church will give a new 
impetus to the work. 
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younger Ones going out to farms. Church 
property vacated by the merging reported- 
ly is turned over to the government for 
public use. 


HONG KONG: 
Downtown Church Dedicated 


Fifteen hundred persons gathered to 
dedicate Tsim Sha Tsui Baptist Church, 
Hong Kong’s third largest Baptist church. 
Chung Yan Kwong is preacher-in-charge 
of the church. 

The completion of the eight-story struc- 
ture, located in a business district of Kow- 
loon, culminated many years of sacrifice, 
prayer and hard work. Under the leader- 
ship of able Chinese pastors, the mem- 
bership of the church has grown from 279 
members in 1940 to 1,700 in 1958. 

The church has initiated in its Sunday 
school the first fully-graded Bible teaching 
program among Hong Kong churches. The 
auditorium, which will seat 1200, has been 
overflowing for every Sunday service and 
extra chairs have been brought in. 


INDIA: 


Printing Encouraged 

A new phase in Christian literature 
work in Southeast Asia begins in March 
when a correspondence course in “print” 
will be inaugurated by the Baptist Mission 
Press management, Calcutta. 

The need for greater knowledge of 
printing among Christian literature work- 
ers is apparent and this 12-months’ course 
will provide background knowledge for 
those who have had little opportunity of 
learning the technicalities. 


JAPAN: 
Leadership Conferences 

Leadership conferences on evangelism, 
stewardship and church music were con- 
ducted throughout Japan by special teams 
of Japanese Baptist leaders and Southern 
Baptist missionaries. Several hundred lay- 
men, pastors and missionaries participated 
in the inspirational and study sessions de- 
signed to implement special programs for 
church growth and expansion in 1959. 

Programs for evangelism during 1959 
were co-ordinated with special plans for 
commemorating the 70th anniversary of 
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Southern Baptist mission work in Japan. 
In addition to holding evangelistic cru- 
sades, Japanese Baptists will give special 
emphasis to personal witnessing and visi- 
tation evangelism throughout the year. 


Australasia 


AUSTRALIA: 


Crusade Setting Records 

Total attendance for the four weeks of 
Billy Graham’s Australian Crusade reached 
720,000 persons, with 26,300 “decisions 
for Christ,” a Crusade spokesman an- 
nounced at Melbourne. 

The greatest number of “decisions” ever 
made at any rally of the American evan- 


He Is “Mr.” Graham 
Evangelist Billy Graham told a press 
conference in Australia that “I will not 
be addressed as ‘Dr.’ Graham because 
I am not a doctor.” 
Mr. Graham went on to explain, “It is 
true that several universities have hon- 
ored me with degrees, but they have 
been given. I have not earned them. I 
am to be referred to as Mr. Graham or, 
preferably, Billy Graham.” 
gelist’s campaigns anywhere was at a 
special youth service in the current cru- 
sade, when 2,336 young people dedicated 
their lives to Christ. 

After four weeks of services in Mel- 
bourne, the Graham team will move into 
Tasmania and later to other parts of 


Australia. 


Dr. Taylor To Speak 

Dr. Gardner Taylor, pastor of the Con- 
cord Baptist Church in Brooklyn and 
president of the Protestant Council of the 
City of New York, U. S. A., will be 
featured speaker at the Triennial Assembly 
of the Baptist Union of Australia, to be 
held at Perth, West Australia, August 29- 
September 6. 

Mr. Eric Haselgrove, president-general, 
said that Baptists of West Australia are 
making preparation for a large delegation 
from Eastern states to attend the first as- 
sembly to be held in the West. 
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CHURCH ADMINISTRATION PAMPHLETS Six of single title for 50¢ 
BAPTISM COMMITTEE by G. Allen West 

THE CHURCH KINDERGARTEN COMMITTEE by James C. Barry 
CHURCH LIBRARY COMMITTEE by E. Hermond Westmoreland 
CHURCH MISSIONS COMMITTEE by C. C. Warren 

FLOWER COMMITTEE by Versil S. Crenshaw 

HISTORY COMMITTEE by Norman W. Cox and Judson B. Allen 
INSURANCE COMMITTEE by W. Dean Willis 

KITCHEN COMMITTEE by Sara Smith Howell 

LORD’S SUPPER COMMITTEE by Henry A. Parker 
NOMINATING COMMITTEE by Gaines S. Dobbins 

NURSERY CORRELATING COMMITTEE by Howard B. Foshee 
PERSONNEL COMMITTEE by Leonard E. Wedel 

PROPERTIES COMMITTEE by Parks Warnock 

PULPIT COMMITTEE by J. W. Storer 

PULPIT SUPPLY COMMITTEE by M. Ray McKay 

RECREATION COMMITTEE by Sabin P. Landry 


CHURCH ADMINISTRATION BOOKLETS Each, 20¢; 3 of single title for 50¢ 
THE CHURCH CLERK AND EFFICIENT RECORDS by J. P. Edmunds 
THE CHURCH COUNCIL by J. Marvin Crowe 
THE CHURCH TREASURER by R. A. Springer 
THE CHURCH USHER by Howard B. Foshee 
THE CHURCH USING THE NEWSPAPER by Erwin L. McDonald 
HOW TO OBSERVE AND WRITE: CHURCH ANNIVERSARIES 
AND HISTORY by Norman W. Cox 


CHURCH LEADERSHIP SERIES 

CHURCH COMMITTEE MANUAL by Allen W. Graves 

THE DIRECTOR OF CHILDREN’S WORK by Ann Bradford 

THE DIRECTOR OF YOUTH WORK by Philip Harris 

A MANUAL FOR PROMOTING PERSONAL EVANGELISM IN THE 
SUNDAY SCHOOL by Othal Feather 

THE MINISTER OF EDUCATION by W. L. Howse 

THE MINISTER OF MUSIC by W. Hines Sims 


from Convention Press e at your bookstore 


Order from your BAPTIST BOOK STORE 


PaGE 10 THE Baptist WORLD 























YOUTH 


CANADA: 
Convention Planned 

The 68th annual convention of the Bap- 
tist Young People’s Union of Ontario and 
Quebec will be held in Westmount Baptist 
Church, Montreal, May 15-18. 

Convention speaker will be Rev. Wil- 
liam Oliver, highly regarded Canadian 
Baptist Negro, minister of Cornwallis 
Street United Baptist Church, Halifax. 

By special arrangement, the B.Y.P.U.’s 
of Ontario and Quebec have been offered 
the first opportunity to present “The Last- 
ing Investment,” a play written by Dr. 
Minton C. Johnston of Toronto to com- 
memorate the 100 years’ service of the 
official denominational paper, The Cana- 
dian Baptist. Prizes have been offered for 
the best production. 


FORMOSA: 
Toronto Lectures Reused 
Miss Lorene Tilford, missionary to 
Formosa, has written the Baptist World 
Alliance offices for the study-guide ma- 
terial used by Dr. W. W. Adams at the 
Baptist Youth World Conference in 
Toronto last summer. The book of Co- 
lossians will be studied in a summer con- 
ference of college students on Formosa 
and Dr. Adams’ outline will be trans- 
lated into Chinese for the young people. 


NEWS 
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JAPAN: 
Baseball Ambassadors 

Two members of the St. Louis Cardinals 
baseball team from St. Louis, U. S. A., 
witnessed effectively for Christ during a 
good will tour of Japan. 

Catcher Hal Smith and Pitcher Wilmer 
(Vinegar Bend) Mizell, both active lay- 
men in St. Louis, took time out of their 
activities with the team to give their 
Christian testimonies in Baptist churches 
and missions in many Japanese cities. At 
Seinan Gakuin, Baptist university in 
Fukuoka City, they were “mobbed” by 
students wanting autographs. 


Student to Germany 


Hiroshi Yoshida, a young theological 
professor at Kanto Gakuin University, 
Yokohama, will be the first Japanese Bap- 
tist to study in Germany as the guest of 
German Baptists. 

Mr. Yoshida will study a year at the 
German Baptist Theological Seminary in 
Hamburg and the University of Hamburg. 
The arrangements for the east-west ex- 
change were handled by the American 
Baptist Mission Societies, U. S. A. Mr. 
Yoshida’s expenses in Hamburg will be 
assumed by German Baptist students. 


OTHER YOUTH NEWS will be found 
throughout this and all issues of THE 
Baptist WorxLD. Read all the magazine, 
for all Baptist work is the concern of all 
Baptist young people. 


About a year ago a young man was converted in our church. By means of 
his faithful testimony in his own home, he has won one of his sisters to 
Christ. The Sunday that she came before the church to give her testimony and 
ask for church membership, the members asked several questions to verify 


her Christian experience. 


At the very end the brother stood and quietly said: “Nellie, you know that 
our parents are not Christians and are opposed to our being Christians. Right 
now they are allowing us to attend church without opposition. But suppose 
they should begin to persecute us. Would you deny your Lord?” 

It is impossible to express the tenseness and emotion that filled our hearts 
as she replied, “No, I would never deny him.” 





APRIL, 1959 


—RANDALL D. SLEDGE, Lima, Peru. 
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Mrs. Florence Church sends a most in- 
teresting account of the work being done 
by Australian Baptists in New Guinea and 
the interior of Australia: 


a WOMEN of Australia are proud to 
belong to the Women’s Department of the 
Baptist World Alliance. Through the 
B.W.A. Women’s Day of Prayer and the 
distribution of world news, beginning with 
Miss Chapple’s quarterly news letter and 
later the women’s page in THE BAPTIST 
WoRLD, our women are learning to pray 
more intelligently, to have a broader world 
vision, and to be more in sympathy with 
the needs of others. 


Eighty Missionaries in India 

Australian Baptists have three great 
mission fields. Over 70 years ago we sent 
two women missionaries to India to work 
among the Garo and Boro people in East 
Bengal, Pakistan and Assam. Today we 
have more than 80 missionaries working 
in this area. We recently sent a young 
doctor and his wife to the Biri Siri area, 
where there has not been a doctor for 50 
years. He has under his care some 500,- 
000 people. A hospital is being built, and 
other medical missionaries are being sent 
to his aid. 


The New Guinea Mission 

Ten years ago Australian Baptists went 
into New Guinea. We began with two 
missionaries; today we have more than 40 
dedicated young men and women working 
in this field. There are few roads in New 
Guinea, the terrain being very dense jungle 
in some areas, and very mountainous and 
rugged in others. The people are primitive 
in the extreme. Some of the tribes were 
cannibals until fairly recently. Indeed, 
some still are. New Guinea has some- 
times been called “The Land That Time 
Forgot.” Wonderful things have hap- 
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pened in our mission in this strange coun- 
try. There have been some 2,000 bap- 
tisms within the last three years. We have 
built and equipped the Tinsley Memorial 
Hospital in the Baiyer Valley, and have 
established many clinics and schools. We 
have several brilliant young missionaries 
translating portions of the Bible into Enga, 
the dialect most used on our present field. 

When our missionaries want to visit 
another mission station, they must of neces- 
sity go on foot. They trek over moun- 
tains, over rushing torrents by way of 
bridges built of native grown bamboo. 
Their houses are made of palm fronds 
woven into a kind of thatch. A few air 
strips have been constructed with the help 
of the nationals, because all supplies have 
to be flown in. 

The service of the Lord’s Supper is 
rather unique. Because the nationals do 
not know bread, the Communion bread 
is the breadfruit, which grows plentifully 
in New Guinea, and the wine is water, 
colored with cordial. ; 

Our Australian Baptist missions are 
now extending into Dutch New Guinea. 
We need to establish at least three new 
mission stations, for which we _ need 
money, men, and your prayers. 


Work with the Aborigines 

Then there is our work among the 
aborigines, or the native people of Aus- 
tralia. These people are said to be the 
nearest to the Stone Age Man of any peo- 
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ple on earth today. They are a shy, 
gentle people, nomads, who wander in the 
yast deserts of Central Australia. There 
are about 44,000 of them, and as many 
half and quarter castes. Those living 
away from civilization do not wear clothes. 
They are not a clean people as there is so 
little water in the vast inland area. They 
live on grubs, fish, birds, wallaby, or 
anything they can catch or spear. They 
have hundreds of dialects, which the mis- 
sionary has to first learn himself as he 
works among them, and then try to teach 
them, often through the medium of the 
screen. 

Our first mission station was established 
at Yuendumu, which is in the heart of 
Australia. It is not so far, as distances 
go in this great land, from Marralinga, the 
world famous testing ground for atom 
bombs. Our missionary and his wife, Rev. 
and Mrs. T. Fleming, are doing a mag- 
nificent job under very difficult conditions, 
The summer climate is exceedingly hot and 
dry. The loneliness is something that most 
of us could never imagine. 

We have opened a second mission sta- 
tion at Wailbri, many miles distant from 
Yuendumu. We hope to open a third in 
the near future. We have two more func- 
tioning in Western Australia. 

Our missionaries aim to teach the na- 
tionals to be self-supporting; to read and 
write; to irrigate the soil and to grow 
vegetables; and, of course, we aim too to 
bring the gospel to them. 

We are such a young country, about 10 
million people scattered over an area 
greater than the U.S.A. Only about 45,- 
000 of our people are Baptists. We need 
many more workers, more financial sup- 
port, and above all we covet your prayers 
for us. 


Home in the Philippines 


Mrs. Howard Houston of the Philippines 
writes: “The thing that impressed me was 
the great difference in the homes of our 
Baptist Christians and those of the others. 
Our people were the only ones who had 
vegetable gardens and flowers growing 
around their homes. The pigs were in 
corrals, the chickens were in pens, and 
the surroundings were attractive. . . . I 
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could see the actual results of the work 
of our Home and Family Life workers 
and of our agricultural missionaries in 
the farms of our Christians.” 


Repeat Performance 

So many women who applied for tickets 
for the Baptist World Alliance Women’s 
Department New Year Party were disap- 
pointed that a repeat showing of Miss 
Lois Chapple’s color slides of her visit to 
India had to be given at Kingsgate Chapel. 


Traveling Baptist Women 

Mrs. C. W. Dengate, executive secretary 
of the Baptist Women’s Missionary Society 
of Ontario and Quebec; Mrs. J. B. Mc- 
Lauren, and Miss Ada Found left on 
December 13 to visit Canadian Baptist 
Missions in India and Angola. They will 
be returning about the middle of April. 

The Crusader reports that Miss Florence 
Stansbury of the American Baptist Con- 
vention returned November 13 from an 
extended trip in the interest of missionary 
and stewardship education. She attended 
the World Conference on Christian Edu- 
cation in Tokyo, and also the World In- 
stitute on Christian Education at Nisheno- 
miya, Japan, where as the only American 
Baptist representative she supervised 41 
discussion groups. 

After leaving Japan, Miss Stansbury 
visited Okinawa, the Philippines, Hong 
Kong, Thailand and Burma. She was joined 
in Istanbul by Miss Dorothy Stevens of 
the American Baptist Board of Education 
and Publication, and the two then went on 
to Europe and reached home in November. 


Brazilian Missionaries 

Mrs. W. E. Allen of Rio de Janeiro, 
Brazil, tells of the work of her church, 
the Itacuruca Church of Rio: “The 
church supports two missionaries. Our 
home missionary is Margarida Goncalves, 
talented daughter of the editor of our na- 
tional Baptist paper, O Jornal Batista. 
Margarida went from our church to Toc- 
antinia, Goias, where she directs the larg- 
est day school our Brazilian Home Mission 
Board maintains in the interior of Brazil, 
and helps her companion, Beatriz Silva, 
direct the activities of the church. With- 
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out a resident pastor, the two girls look 
after the regular Sunday services, preach- 
ing points, R.A.’s and G.A.’s, and every 
afternoon at 6 o’clock a gospel message 
broadcast from the church. Many who 
would not dare enter the church lisien to 
the messages and, behind the curtains of 
their homes, follow in their Bibles the 
passage indicated for that day. 

“Our foreign missionary is a recent grad- 
uate of the Rio Training School, Rita de 
Miranea Pinto, who labors in Santa Cruz, 
Bolivia. The first school building of our 
Bolivian Mission is under construction 
and Rita is to be its principal. Her dream 
is to develop an institution that will be a 
model for that city and nation where edu- 
cational facilities are so poor. 

“Contributions of our church this year 
to outside causes totaled 75 per cent of 
our budget. Several of our young people 
are volunteers for mission service.” 


Europe 


ENGLAND: 
Venturers Begin Tour 

Seventy-two American ministers and 
laymen, led by Dr. Warren Walker, form 
a Christian Venturers Team which began 
evangelistic work in England in February 
and will continue through Europe and the 
Holy Land. A group of eighteen will go 
to Moscow. 

The group was welcomed on their ar- 
rival in London by Rev. Stanley A. Turl, 
president of the London Baptist Associa- 
tion and Rev. W. Charles Johnson, sec- 
retary. They were entertained at lunch by 
Sir Cyril Black, member of the House of 
Commons, and officers of the London 
Baptist Association. 

The Christian Venturers include 60 min- 
isters, twelve laymen and the wives of 
some. Thirty are from Texas. Dr. Walker 
said that the team does not attempt mass 
rallies, but works through the local 
church to encourage evangelism through 
the local organizations. He said he hoped 
that next year a team of Baptist ministers 
and laymen from Britain might conduct 
a similar mission in America. 
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ITALY: 


Sant’ Angelo Congregation’s Right 
To Erect Church Upheld 


Italy’s highest administrative authority, 
the Council of State in Rome, has de. 
clared that the Baptist congregation at 
Sant’ Angelo has a “fully recognized” right 
to build a church. 

Motives and threats of village officials 
to demolish the Sant’ Angelo Baptist tem- 
ple, under construction since last year, 
were “illegitimate,” the council said. 

Sant’ Angelo officials had charged that 
Rev. Graziano Cannito, pastor of the 278- 
member church, had not presented to 
local authorities his authorization as an 
evangelical minister. Such a permit is re- 
quired by law from the department of 
religion, Ministry of the Interior. 

After the temple was begun, the mayor 
of nearby Veroli, whose city council ad- 
ministers small Sant’ Angelo, ordered the 
pastor to tear down what already had been 
built. He threatened to send policemen 
to do the job if his orders were not carried 
out. 

Mr. Cannito said the order to raze the 
structure was based on religious discrimi- 
nation and appealed the action. 


Dr. Ronchi Evaluates Pope’s Call 


The call issued by Pope John XXIII 
for an ecumenical council in 1961 was 
evaluated by Dr. Manfredi Ronchi, Baptist 
pastor in Rome, as “merely a conference 
of Roman Church bishops to express their 
opinions on the ecumenical movement.” 
Mr. Ronchi continued, “I believe we 
Protestants would be just listening to 
Catholic monologues.” 

Dr. Ronchi, pastor of the Teatro Valle 
Baptist Church in Rome, is president of 
the Council of Italian Evangelical Churches 
and was vice president of the Baptist 
World Alliance 1950-55. 


WALES: 
Baptist Heads UNESCO Executive 


Sir Ben Bowen Thomas, an outstanding 
Welsh Baptist layman, was elected chair- 
man of the Executive Board of the United 
Nations Educational, Scientific, and Cul- 
tural Organization at its recent conference 
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in Paris. He received 69 out of a possible 
76 votes, an international record. 

Sir Ben, who is permanent secretary of 
the Welsh Department of the Ministry of 
Education, was elected vice-president of 
UNESCO in 1954 and has on several oc- 
casions been the leader of the British dele- 
gation. 

Known throughout Wales as a writer 
and lecturer in addition to being educa- 
tion administrator, he has served his de- 
nomination in many ways both nationally 
and in local churches. When the UNES- 
CO Conference was held in Delhi two 
years ago, he found time to visit several 
Baptist mission stations in the vicinity. He 
is the nephew of Rev. D. Bowen, founder 
of the children’s movement, Order of the 
Morning Star, which still flourishes in 
Welsh Baptist churches. 


Latin America 
ARGENTINA: 
Architect Is Doubly Paid 

The first persons baptized in the new 
sanctuary of First Baptist Church, Rosario, 
were the architect and his wife, both 
converted during the construction of the 
building. More than 2,000 people were 
present for the opening of the auditorium, 
which will seat 1,000, and more than 400 
were turned away. 

Located in the heart 




























of downtown 
















seed sown in the area. 
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CHRISTIAN TESTIMONY MULTIPLIES 


We have just returned from a meeting in Ibicaba, a rural section about 
25 miles from Afonso Claudio, in the extreme western part of the state of 
Espirito Santo. The church was packed with people; yet we could see only 
a dozen houses. The people had come from an area beyond the mountains! 

One of the deacons, who had given the land for the church, told us that 
22 years ago when he moved to the area he found not one Christian. All these 
years he has remained true to his beliefs. The church was organized two 
years ago, and it now has 135 members. We saw the harvest from this one 





Rosario, the church was made possible by 
gifts from the Jarman Foundation, the 
Lottie Moon Christmas offering and the 
members themselves. More than 200,000 
people live within walking distance of the 
building. The educational building, com- 
pleted a year before the auditorium, houses 
a fully graded Sunday school. Eighty-five 
of the 250 church members are Sunday 
school officers and teachers. 


BRAZIL: 
Convention Meets 

More than 300 delegates were present 
for the 42nd assembly of the Brazilian 
Baptist Convention in Recife. Dr. Rubens 
Lopes, retiring president, conducted the 
election of new officers during the first 
session. Mr. David Mein, Recife, was 
elected president. Other officers are: vice- 
presidents, Rubens Lopes, Joao F. Soren, 
and Munguba Sobrinho; secretaries, Benil- 
ton Bezerra, and Werner Kaschel; treas- 
urer, Antonio Dorta. 

Reports included one by Dr. Edgar 
Hallock on plans for the tenth Baptist 
World Congress in Rio de Janeiro, June 
26-July 3, 1960. 

Latest statistics show 165,000 Baptists 
in Brazil. 


HAITI: 
Drought Brings Starvation 


American Baptist pastors and laymen 
who visited the Caribbean on a Missionary 


His dedication is typical. Practically every Baptist who moves into an area 
where there is no established work will begin services in his home. A 
Christian here is a real missionary, not afraid to tell others. 


—Mrkrs. Harrison H. PIKE, Vitoria, Espirito Santo, Brazil 
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Observation Tour and Preaching Mission, 
sponsored by the American Baptist Home 
Mission Societies, report finding “scenes 
of literal starvation” in Haiti. 

A drought during the normal rainy 
season is causing crops to dry up. The 
general prediction is that unless rain falls 
within the next month, there will be many 
deaths from starvation. The pediatrics 
ward at the American Baptist hospital in 
Limbe, is filled with children suffering 
from malnutrition. 

The group attended the dedication serv- 
ice for the new debt-free building at the 
First Baptist Church of Cap Haitian, 
where the Rev. C. Stanford Kelly is pastor. 


North America 


CANADA: 
Delegation to Rio 

Douglas Gow, outstanding Toronto lay- 
man, who served as general chairman of 
arrangements for the Baptist Youth World 
Conference last summer, reports that 70 
Canadians already have made reservations 
for a tour he is conducting to the Baptist 
World Congress in Rio de Janeiro in 1960. 
Mr. Gow, who is aiming for 100 in his 
tour, thinks the goal will be reached far 
ahead of the departure date. 


UNITED STATES: 


Dr. Kraemer Is Visitor 

Dr. Hendrik Kraemer, a layman from 
Holland described by Dr. Jitsuo Morikawa 
as “a world statesman of the church,” will 
lead the final sessions of a Mission to 
Ministers to be held at four scattered 
points across the United States. 

Mission to Ministers is part of the 
American Baptist Convention’s first-year 
program for the Baptist Jubilee Advance 
and has been in progress since last Fall. 

“Perhaps one of the most exciting di- 
mensions of the Mission to Ministers has 
been the free and creative discussions be- 
tween pastors of various theological posi- 
tions and backgrounds around the central 
mission of the church, which is evange- 
lism,” stated Dr. Morikawa. 
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Statistics Show SBC Growth 


Nine million members of churches, 
seven million in Sunday schools, $409 
million given, 400,000 converts baptized 
. . . these are the significant figures, show. 
ing growth of the Southern Baptist Con. 
vention in 1958. 

Total membership of churches coop. 
erating with the Convention surpassed 
nine million for the first time, reaching 
a total of 9,206,758. This was a 2.7 
per cent gain over 1957. 

Enrollment in the Sunday schools, js 
7,096,175, up 1.8 per cent. Gifts to 
churches for all objectives—local, national 
and worldwide—amounted to $419,619, 
438 and baptisms, an indication of the 
evangelistic fervor of the denomination, 
totalled 407,892, up 4.7 per cent. 

These statistics were reported by J. P. 
Edmunds, secretary of research and statis- 
tics for the Convention’s Sunday School 
Board in Nashville. 


Brooks Hays Practices Law 


Brooks Hays, president of the Southern 
Baptist Convention who was defeated for 
re-election to Congress because of his 
stand on integration in Arkansas, has 
opened a private law office in Washington, 
D. C. Although Mr. Hays will be practic- 
ing law on a selected case assignment 
basis, he said that the major part of his 
time until the Southern Convention meets 
in Louisville, Ky., May 19-22, will be de- 
voted to his duties as convention presi- 
dent. 


Dr. Tapper’s Successor Nominated 


Rev. Lloyd W. Dahlquist, pastor of the 
Northwest Baptist Church, Chicago, IIL. 
has been nominated by the trustees of the 
Baptist General Conference to succeed the 
late Dr..William C. Tapper, as general 
secretary of the Conference. Dr. Tapper, 
a member of the Baptist World Alliance 
Executive Committee died in Chicago last 
March 21. 

Mr. Dahlquist’s nomination will be con- 
sidered by the Baptist General Conference 
when it meets in June. Born in Minnesota 
and educated at Macalester College and 
Bethel Theological Seminary, he has been 
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pastor of churches in Minnesota, New 
Jersey and Illinois. He spent 1942-46 in 
the U. S. Army chaplaincy. 


United Witness Asked 
For World Peace 

Meeting in a joint session in Washing- 
ton, the American Baptist and Southern 
Baptist Committees on World Peace in- 
itiated plans for a united and identical 
resolution on peace by the Baptist con- 
ventions in the United States and Canada. 

The committees were appointed by the 
two conventions at their 1958 meetings at 
the suggestion of Dr. Clarence W. Cran- 
ford, ABC president, and Brooks Hays, 
SBC president. Dr. Walter Pope Binns is 
chairman of the SBC committee and Dr. 
Culbert G. Rutenber of the ABC com- 
mittee. 

Four members were appointed to ask 
for two representatives from each of the 
other North American national Baptist 
bodies to draft a joint resolution on 
world peace to be presented to the annual 
conventions in 1959. This would be the 
first time that all the major Baptist groups 
in North America said the same thing at 
the same time on the same subject, one 
report said. 

The committeemen felt that such a 
statement would be exceedingly valuable 
in presenting the Baptist position to the 
United Nations, to governments, and to 
other Baptist groups around the world. 


Circulation of 1,363,925 Reported 


Baptist newspapers, most of them 
weekly, are published by each state con- 





Evangelism Is Trademark 
It happened in Dallas, Texas, U. S. A. 
A repairman had discussed with a house- 
wife repairs needed on the television set 
in her home. Before he left, she asked, 
“Where do you attend church?” 
Laughing, the television man count- 
ered, “You are a Baptist, aren’t you?” 
“Yes, but why do you ask?” was the 
surprised housewife’s next quest‘on. 
The explanation: “My work takes me 
into many homes. It brings me in con- 
tact with various people. No one ever 
asks me where I attend church except 
Baptists.” 





vention in the Southern Baptist Conven- 
tion. At a recent meeting of their edi- 
tors in Savannah, Ga., it was reported that 
the 26 publications had reached a com- 
bined circulation total of 1,363,925. The 
biggest circulation was the Baptist Standard 
of Texas with 349,000 subscribers. Next 
came the Christian Index of Georgia with 
103,000. 


“The Bible and Race” Published 


The Bible and Race, a new book by 
Dr. T. B. Maston, professor of ethics at 
Southwestern Baptist Theological Semi- 
nary, has been published by Broadman 
Press. The book is a comprehensive ex- 
amination of the Bible’s teachings about 
relations between racial groups. Dr. Mas- 
ton devotes one chapter, “Cursed Be Ca- 
naan,” to a study of Genesis 9:25, main- 
taining that Canaan, not Ham, was cursed. 
He says that the curse is no longer in 
effect. 


> 
YOUTHFUL TESTIMONY 


One morning I noticed four-year-old Susie Scull (daughter of Missionaries 
Rubye and Ancil B. Scull) in the kitchen talking in Indonesian to Anna, my 
helper. Susie asked Anna if she were a Christian. Upon receiving a negative 
reply, little Susie began a witness in a way that many of us could profitably 


follow. 


First she assured Anna that they are friends. Then she asked if Anna knew 
about Jesus and if she went to church. Before the conversation was over, 
Susie extended a cordial invitation for Anna to attend church with us. 

My heart rejoiced, and I thought of the scripture verse, “A little child shall 


lead them.” 


APRIL, 1959 


—Mrs. GERALD W. PINKSTON, Bandung, Indonesia. 
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B.W.A. Commissions— 
(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 5) 


strengthening the churches in their work. 
This should be accomplished by these four 
means: 


1) encourage every church member to 
read the Bible (or at least the New Testa- 
ment) through during 1960, according to 
some acceptable plan or plans that will 
give guidance; 

2) adopt goals for this year of special 
effort in evangelism through personal wit- 
nessing and teaching; 

3) emphasize training in soul-winning 
as an essential part of leadership and 
membership training; 


4) increase the use of the educational 
organizations of the churches and the in- 
stitutions of the unions and conventions 
for evangelism and world missions. 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


MODESTY PREVAILS 


From Reév. FRANK H. WOyYKE, Executive 
Secretary, The North American Baptist 
General Conference, Forest Park, IIl., 
> S.A 


The January issue of THE BAPTIST WoRLD 
obviously contains an error, in listing per 
capita giving of the North American Baptist 
General Conference as $96,000.81. If this 
were true, it would be a miraculous accom- 
plishment indeed! The correct figure is 
$96.81. 


SS 


SEVENTH DAY BAPTISTS 


Rev. ALBERT N. ROGERS, president, Seventh 
Day Baptist Historical Society, Plainfield, 
Nod; GOB. AS 


Your January 1959 issue carries an article 
on the Baptist Jubilee Advance which gives 
1814 as the date of founding of the general 
missionary convention of the Baptist de- 
nomination in the U. S. A. The statement 
is made in such a way as to include all Bap- 
tists and I wish to correct it because of this 
inclusiveness. 

The Seventh Day Baptist General Confer- 
ence was organized September 10, 1802 at 
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Hopkinton, 


now Ashaway, Isli ent e 
The organization had been Bee 


rece 


ing year and four churches endorsed the mis-* 


sionary Movement represented by the con- 
ference and a fifth sent a cash contribution as 
its evidence of support. This action grew out 
of an established Yearly Meeting which had 
been held annually for some time preceding 
the 1801 decision to organize. 


SS 


APPRECIATED BOUQUETS 
From Rev. TEuvo AALtio, Editor, Totuuden 
Kaiku of the Finnish Baptist Union, 
Turku, Finland: 
Your news bulletin has been a great help 
and joy. Thank you very much for it! 


a 


From Rey. ANGELO DI DOMENICA, former 
editor, The New Aurora of the Italian 
Baptist Association of America, West 
Sand Lake, N. Y., U. S. A. 


Your news from all parts of the world is 
interesting and inspiring. I am glad you 
published the picture of Prof. Paolo Paschet- 
to. In my preaching mission in 1949 I met 
his brother as pastor of the Baptist Church in 
Turin. 

The article of Rev. Graziano Cannito was 
also very interesting. Evidently his faith has 
been fully rewarded through the decision of 
the Constitutional High Court in favoring the 
liberty for the Protestant people as we pub- 
lished in the January number of New Aurora. 
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BAPTISTS IN GENEVA 
From Rev. HaRo“p C. BONELL, First Baptist 

Church, Nashua, N. H., U.S.A.: 

It is because of my appreciation of THE 
Bartist WorLD that I call to your attention 
an unfortunate item, Baptists in Geneva, in- 
cluded as an exchange from the Baptist 
Times in the February number of THE Bap- 
TIST WoRLD. I have no idea who “the Rover” 
might be, but I am amazed at the limitations 
of his understanding of the church situation 
in Geneva. 

The suggestion that the staff of “such 
bodies as the World Council of Churches 
carve out their own churches,” is an evidence 
of a complete misunderstanding of Geneva. 
There has been an English congregation in 
Geneva ever since the days of John Knox. 
The present English Church mentioned in 
the article was there in the days of Lord 
Byron. The Scots congregation antedates 
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the } World. Coun ypc af hurches by more than 
a ‘genération as does cn Iso the German Luth- 
tart’ Chutch. “There"i¥ no American Presby- 
terian Church in Geneva. The American 
Church is Episcopal in polity. Its present 
building was dedicated during the administra- 
tion of President U. S. Grant, and can 
scarcely be regarded as carved out by the 
World Council staff. Geneva has tradi- 
tionally welcomed people of many languages 
and faiths who have come there to found 
their home churches. 

Top members of the World Council staff 
were elected as members of the Pastors’ 
Council of Geneva which is not simply an 
association of Protestant pastors, but is re- 
garded as a select circle of religious leader- 
ship. Members of the World Council staff 
hold membership in many of the churches 
of Geneva and its suburbs. While I was on 
the Geneva staff several of my colleagues 
were teaching in local Sunday Schools, not 
of churches that they had carved out for 
themselves. 

The World Council of Churches has re- 
fused to accept tax exemption or other spe- 
cial privileges granted to most of the so- 
called “international bodies” in the city. 
In this way they feel that they are accepting 
their share of civic responsibility, and Gene- 
vans are appreciative of the attitude. 
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From WILLIAM A. DupbbeE, English News 
Editor, The Lutheran World Federation, 
Geneva, Switzerland: 

What the Baptist Times columnist has 
written about the churches of Geneva is not 
entirely correct as far as the Lutherans are 
concerned. 

The Lutheran congregation of Geneva up 
till several years ago was known as the 
German church but it no longer bears that 
It embraces Lutherans of numerous 


name. 
nationalities and has services in several 
languages. In this respect it is looked upon 


as a unique experiment by the other Geneva 
churches. 

Lutherans on the staff of such bodies as 
the World Council of Churches and the 
Lutheran World Federation take an active 
part in the life of the Lutheran congregation 
in Geneva. 

If the columnist means that we do not 
have too much contact with French-speaking 
Protestants in Geneva that may be true, but 
the main reason probably is that extremely 
few such Protestants are Lutherans. Other- 
wise our Lutheran congregation of Geneva 
would hold French services as well. 
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CHRIST FOR THE WORLDNOW! 


wil Treasury of | een ee | Baptist Shought 


This report book of the 5th Baptist Youth World Conference, held last 
summer in Toronto, Canada, with 8,022 youth from 67 nations in 
attendance, features messages by: 


Theodore F. Adams, U.S.A. David Gomez, Brazil 

Joseph Adegbite, Nigeria Jitsuo Morikawa, U.S.A. 

Mrs. Edgar Bates, Canada David Russell, England 

Lien Chow, China Joel Sorenson, Sweden 

John Diefenbaker, Canada W. G. Wickramasinghe, Ceylon 


Bible Study in Colossians by W. W. Adams, U.S.A. 


Plus “Spotlights” on Baptist Work around the World! 
This unusual volume, distributed to all delegates as {) (0 
part of their registration fee, is now available to the * 

public as long as the limited supply lasts. .. . POSTPAID 


























Order immediately, before the supply is exhausted, from 


BAPTIST WORLD ALLIANCE > 


1628 Sixteenth St., N.W. Washington 9, D.C. 





